Parentmail Friday 7th February, 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thank you to parents and carers who answered questions from Criw Cymraeg about their favourite Welsh songs on Thursday, which was Welsh Music Day.  The overall favourite Welsh song is Sosban Fach.  Our Criw Cymraeg pupil group also visited pupils in Years 3 to 6 with a Welsh Music quiz, and pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed Welsh karaoke and dancing.  Thank you also to some Criw Cymraeg members who delivered a Welsh lesson to our governor meeting this week, which included playing language games.  Criw have had a busy week and they still have the Eisteddfod to plan!

A group of Year 6 netball players took part in a tournament on Thursday at House of Sport, run by the Urdd.  The players won several matches and got through to the semi-final.  Though beaten (8-5) in the semi, Lakeside’s team came a staggering 3rd out of 44 teams!  An outstanding achievement for their first tournament.  A huge thank you to the parent-volunteer coaches who accompanied the children to the tournament and who train them every week.

Today (Friday) pupils and staff wore number-themed clothes and face paints to celebrate Number Day and raise money for the NSPCC.  I’m delighted to report that we raised £184.04.

Also on Friday, the PTA Loose Change Challenge winners were announced.  The Foundation Phase winner was class 1D; the KS2 winner was class 5V.   Both classes will receive a non-uniform day as their prize for winning.

PTA News
[bookmark: _GoBack]Looking forward to next week’s DISGLOW: 5pm start for Nursery to Year 2 pupils and 6pm start for pupils in Years 3 to 6.

Not only did the children learn who won the PTA Loose Change Challenge in today’s assembly, they were also told about a special visitor who is coming to school on Monday 17th February.  Also arranged by the PTA, Gladiator Steel will visit us for the day.  You may want to let your child watch Gladiators on Saturdays (or on iPlayer) before then so that they can ‘get to know him’.  A huge thank you to the PTA for arranging this – we are all very excited.

Other upcoming PTA events
· Wednesday 19th March – Nursery to Year 2 PTA Cinema Night in school: arrive 5pm for 5.15pm start
· Thursday 20th March – Years 3 to 6 PTA Cinema Night in school: arrive 5pm for 5.15pm start
· Sunday 6th April – PTA Duck Race at Roath Park 9.30am
· Friday 16th May – Spring Fair after school – seeds/plants, books, cakes, and more
· There will also be Cake Sales dotted across the term and a parents/carers event.

International Mother Languages Day – Friday 14th February
The official International Mother Languages Day is Friday 21st February, but we will be holding our Eisteddfods on that day, so we will celebrate Mother Languages a week earlier.  Our School Council pupil group will deliver an assembly celebrating all the languages of the world, and the wonderful range of languages spoken here at Lakeside.  Pupils are invited to wear national costume to school on Friday 14th February if they wish.

Sharing Sessions dates: Spring 2025
Below are the dates for our parent/carer sharing sessions which will take place in the large school hall during March and into early April.
	Nursery
	Easter Bonnet parades Tuesday 8th April 10.45am & 2.30pm  

	Reception
	Thursday 6th March 9.15am

	Year 1
	Thursday 20th March 9.15am

	Year 2
	Wednesday 2nd April 9.15am

	Year 3
	Thursday 27th March 9.15am

	Year 4
	Tuesday 25th March 9.15am

	Year 5
	Thursday 3rd April 9.15am

	Year 6
	Wednesday 26th March 9.15am



Wishing you a pleasant and safe weekend.

Best wishes,
Rachel Mitchell

[bookmark: _Hlk177129580]Upcoming events / Term dates
February 2025
Tuesday 11th February – Safer Internet Day
Wednesday 12th February – PTA ‘Disglows’ Ultra violet discos – 5-5.45pm for pupils in Nursery to Year 2; 6-7pm for pupils in Years 3 to 6 (wear white and glow!)
Thursday 13th February - last Year 5 Young Lifesavers session for 5V pupils
Friday 14th February – International Mother Languages Day
Monday 17th February – Gladiator Steel visiting Lakeside
Friday 21st February – Eisteddfodau 
Friday 21st February – break up for Half Term

March 2025
Thursday 6th March – World Book Day
Thursday 6th March – Reception Sharing Session
Thursday 6th March – Year 5 Young Lifesavers session for 5B pupils: session 1 of 5 
Wednesday 12th to Friday 14th March – Year 5 & 6 residential visit to Llangrannog
No Young Lifesavers session this week due to Y5 and Y6 residential
Wednesday 19th March – Reception to Year 2 PTA Cinema Night
Thursday 20th March – Year 1 Sharing Session
Thursday 20th March – Year 5 Young Lifesavers session for 5B pupils: session 2 of 5 
Thursday 20th March – Years 3 to 6 PTA Cinema Night
Friday 21st March – COMIC RELIEF DAY
Friday 21st March – Pupils v Staff netball match for Comic Relief (during school day)
Tuesday 25th March – Year 4 Sharing Session
Wednesday 26th March – Year 6 Sharing Session
Thursday 27th March – Year 3 Sharing Session
Thursday 27th March – Year 5 Young Lifesavers session for 5B pupils: session 3 of 5 


April 2025
Wednesday 2nd April – Year 2 Sharing Session
Thursday 3rd April – Year 5 Sharing Session
Thursday 3rd April - Year 5 Young Lifesavers session for 5B pupils: session 4 of 5
Sunday 6th April – PTA Duck Race
w/c Monday 7th April – Parent Consultations this week
Tuesday 8th April – Easter Bonnet parades
Thursday 10th April - Year 5 Young Lifesavers session for 5B pupils: final session 
Friday 11th April – break up for Easter
Monday 28th April – back to school

May 2025
Friday 16th May – proposed date of Spring Fair in lower playground (after school)
Friday 23rd May – break up for Half Term

June 2025
Monday 2nd June – INSET DAY
Tuesday 3rd June – back to school for pupils
Wednesday 18th June – Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 Sports Day – National Indoor Athletic Centre, Cardiff Met University – morning

July 2025
Wednesday 9th July – Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Sports Day – National Indoor Athletic Centre, Cardiff Met University – morning
Friday 18th July – last day for pupils – break up for summer

Term dates
2024-2025 Academic year
Spring Term 2025
	Back to school
	Tuesday 7th January
	
	

	Break up for Spring Half Term break
	Friday 21st February
	
	

	HALF TERM BREAK
	Monday 24th February
	Friday 28th February
	

	Back to school 
	Monday 3rd March
	
	

	Break up for Easter break
	Friday 11th April
	
	

	EASTER BREAK
	Monday 14th April
	Friday 25th April
	



Summer Term 2025
	Back to school
	Monday 28th April
	
	

	BANK HOLIDAY
	Monday 5th May
	
	

	Break up for Half Term break
	Friday 23rd May
	
	

	HALF TERM BREAK
	Monday 26th May 
	Friday 30th May
	

	INSET DAY
	Monday 2nd June
	
	

	Return to school
	Tuesday 3rd June
	
	

	Break up for Summer
	Friday 18th July
	
	

	INSET DAY
	Monday 21st July
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