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Handbook 

for 

Starting School

Welcome/Croeso 
Starting Nursery is an exciting new phase in your child’s life, and we aim to make the transition as smooth and happy for them as possible. 
We are looking forward to welcoming all our new children and their families. In the meantime, we hope this booklet will be helpful and address any queries you may have.
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Aims of our Nursery Class             
· We aim to provide a welcoming, happy atmosphere, where children feel valued, safe and secure.

· Children settle into Nursery differently. Some will be fine from the outset, whilst others will take longer and will need a great deal of support from parents and Nursery staff. We strive to develop a positive partnership between home and school, where parents and Nursery staff work together to make the transition from home to Nursery as easy as possible for the children, and also to ensure that they are thriving and happy throughout their time in Nursery.
· Young children develop at different rates and in different ways, and we aim to provided stimulating experiences and activities, appropriate to each child’s stage of development.
· We provide a stimulating environment and support our children to become;

· Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives.

· Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work.

· Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world.

· Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society

(Curriculum for Wales)
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Can my child attend the Nursery?

Whilst there is no specific catchment area for Nursery, we would like to emphasise that is not the case for Primary school. Attending our Nursery will not automatically guarantee that children will transfer to our Reception classes.  Places must be applied for through the Local Authority and NOT through school. Please telephone admissions on 20873816 to apply for a place. If you live outside the catchment area and wish your child to attend the school, please contact the Local Education Authority where advice will be available as to the criteria and procedures you will need to follow.
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Equal Opportunities

We welcome children of all abilities at Lakeside Nursery.  Children with additional needs will have free and equal access to Nursery activities and experiences.

We value and respect the diversity of backgrounds and cultures that our children have experienced.  All children, regardless of background or gender will have free and equal access to all activities and experiences in Nursery.
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Bringing your child to Nursery - start of sessions

The Nursery entrance door will open at 9.00 a.m. The staff will then welcome the children and help them to find their peg and their self-registration name. In the afternoon the door will be opened at 12.45 p.m. In order to ensure your child’s safety, please keep your child with you at all times on the school premises and make certain your child has entered the Nursery (where they are greeted by a member of staff) before leaving. 

The main Nursery door is closed at 9.10 a.m. and 12.55 p.m. to ensure your child’s safety. The Nursery gate is then locked. If you arrive later than this please go to the main school office.

Collecting your child - end of sessions

In the morning, the Nursery entrance door will open at 11.30 a.m. and you may wait in the queue until your child comes out of the Nursery. In the afternoon, the Nursery entrance door will open at 3.15 p.m. Please note your child must be collected by an adult (18 years and over) who is known to us.  If for any reason none of the people listed can collect your child on a particular day, we will need to have some form of notification – a note or telephone call. Please ensure that this person knows your password.   

Please be patient when waiting for your child to leave Nursery. We allow one child out at a time, to ensure their safety. 

Punctuality and Attendance

We believe that children are more settled and have a happier disposition when they arrive at Nursery at the same time as their friends, and attend on a regular basis.  This will set good habits and prepare your child for their future in ‘big school’.  It is just as important to collect your child on time; children can become very upset when seeing their friends go home, yet they are still there.  We understand that at times you may unavoidably be delayed.  Don’t worry, just try to telephone us to let us know and we will look after your child until you arrive. 
Although Nursery is not statutory we do ask you to ensure that your child attends every day wherever possible. Continuity and consistency are very important for both your child and the Nursery setting. It can be very disruptive if attendance is irregular. It is admissions policy that all children should attend for all five sessions. We offer either all morning or all afternoon sessions. We cannot offer a combination of these sessions. We are unable to offer a place for less than five sessions a week. We differ from private childcare settings, where there may be more flexibility around attending sessions. We are a school Nursery, and regular, punctual attendance is good preparation for reception and school life. 

Illness

If your child is unwell and is unable to attend Nursery, please let us know. It is important to ensure your child is completely well before returning to Nursery. If your child has been vomiting due to a sickness bug, then they should stay at home for 48 hours after the vomiting and diarrhoea has stopped. It can be very upsetting for your child to be poorly in school, but should this happen, Nursery staff will telephone you.  It is really important that all contact telephone numbers are up-to-date and correct.

Snack time

Like you, we want to encourage healthy eating habits for your child. We provide fresh milk or water, together with a variety of healthy snacks (mainly fruit and vegetables), during both the morning and afternoon sessions. Please do not send food into Nursery with your child.

It is vital that if your child has any special dietary requirements that you let us know, e.g. allergies, diabetes.

In order for us to provide healthy snacks we ask for a voluntary contribution of £1.20 per week, which can be paid half-termly or termly. Details of the total amount are included in your Nursery pack and on the school website.
Road safety and car parking

The problem of traffic flow around the school entrances is a major concern.  Everyone who uses a car to bring children to and from school should know what is permitted and what is likely to cause an accident

-   please be considerate to our neighbours when parking around 

    the school;

-   please do not park across driveways;

-   please do not park in the staff car park;

-   please do not park on the zig-zag lines outside the school 

    entrance;

-   please do not park in the turning bay outside the school where 

    many of our pupils cross the road to walk up Winnipeg Drive;

-   please observe the voluntary one-way system by using Celyn 

    Avenue and driving down to the school along Winnipeg Drive.  (When 

    everyone observes this voluntary one-way system all the cars are going in 

    the same direction, there are no hold-ups and no-one has to 

    drive onto the pavement to pass another car).

When walking in/out of school, please use the fenced off pavement exits through the pedestrian gates, not the main driveway.  This is much safer and sets a good example to your child.  The driveway is in constant use.

Preparing your child for Nursery
· Encourage your children to do things for themselves
· Teach them to: 

· Put their own coat on and take it off

· Greet people – say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’

· Go to the toilet, flush the toilet and wash their hands afterwards

· Be polite – say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’

· Share toys and wait for their turn

· Help tidy-up the toys when play has finished

· Tell your child the names of the Nursery staff so that they will be familiar with their names before starting Nursery
· Share stories with your child regularly

· Play with your child and give them varied play experiences and opportunities

Remember, your child may not be able to do things straight away. Learning is a gradual building process. With your help and ours, your child will learn to do more and more for him/herself. Importantly, give them praise for their efforts/achievements, as this will give them the incentive to try. 

Preparing your child for a Nursery session

Nursery is a fun filled, exciting place to come to, with lots of things on offer, lots of things to see and do, and lots of people to get along with. It is really important that your child is prepared each day so he/she can get the most out of each session. Here are a few helpful tips to prepare your child daily to manage the transition from home to Nursery:

· Start getting ready in plenty of time – small children do not like being rushed! This may mean starting breakfast or lunch a bit earlier to ensure enough time is given

· Wherever possible wear our Nursery uniform – this really helps preparing your child to realise they are going to Nursery
· Be positive yourself – talk about what a lovely time your child will have in Nursery, and all the fun activities they will do

· Say good bye, and assure them you will be back soon. If your child is upset, be positive, reassure and then leave. Nursery staff will telephone if there are any problems, but once children are distracted and engaged in an activity they are often fine. Nursery staff are very experienced in helping both you and your child to settle into Nursery life!

· Tell your child if someone else is going to be collecting them

Uniform and clothes

We highly recommend that your child wears a uniform to Nursery. Nursery is a very active place, so being dressed sensibly in a uniform will help your child. The children wear navy Nursery sweatshirts a white or navy polo shirt and navy bottoms.
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Please ensure that the trousers or skirts your child wears to Nursery are easy to pull up and down, to help with toileting. Sometimes, young children leave going to the toilet until the very last minute!

Please ensure your child wears appropriate footwear to Nursery that they can run around in safely. They do not need to wear formal school shoes, but something sturdy and suitable for lots of activity.

Please remember we do go outside to play whatever the weather, and your child should wear appropriate clothing for the weather.  Your child will need a clearly labelled coat or jacket on colder days, warm hats/gloves/scarves (also clearly labelled) on very cold days and on sunny days should wear sun protection and bring a sunhat or cap. 

It is also of help to your child if you encourage him/her to dress and undress on his/her own. 

Please label everything clearly!

Toileting

We ask that your child is toilet trained before joining us in Nursery. We understand that children are at different stages of toileting. We encourage all children to develop independent self-care skills which are appropriate to their level of development. We are very grateful if you can support us in that, and together we can work with your child. 

We have plenty of clean clothes to change them into, and we are very used to doing so. We ask you to wash and return any Nursery clothes, as we will need them again. We are very experienced in helping children to toilet train, and we aim to work with you and your child in a supportive role. If you have concerns about this, please speak to a member of the Nursery team.

We will provide you with our toileting policy, and ask you to sign it so staff have permission to change your child’s clothing if necessary.

We take time to speak with you during your home visit about how confident your child is about using the toilet. During the Stay and Play session we show you and your child the toilet and ask you to take your child to the toilet during the visit. We work with Health Visitors and the Early Years Inclusion Team to ensure early advice is given to families.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child using the toilet in Nursery then please speak to a member of the Nursery team.

Where toileting is difficult:

Where there is a concern that there may be a medical problem, this will be discussed with you, and you may then like to seek medical advice. Where children have special educational needs the advice of the lead practitioner or Health Visitor for special needs will be sought. 

Foundation Phase Curriculum

We plan termly contexts that will cover the following 6 areas of learning:

Expressive Arts
Language, Literacy and Communication

Health and Wellbeing

Maths and Numeracy

Science and Technology

Humanities

In addition, we will be introducing the children to basic Welsh vocabulary and promoting the Welsh culture.

The curriculum is delivered through structured and well-planned learning activities indoors and outdoors.  It is vital that we provide the children with the opportunity to play and discover for themselves.  We will provide a starting point for your child’s education from what they can do, rather from what they cannot do.  We believe very strongly that well structured and purposeful play activities enhance and develop children’s learning, so please appreciate that your child’s comment, ‘I just played today’, in effect means that he or she has learned and discovered a whole variety of new experiences and knowledge. We put a big emphasis on personal and social development in Nursery also. 

Behaviour

We believe that children thrive on positive praise and we reward positive behaviour and achievements. We use lots of positive praise and stickers. More often than not diverting a child from a difficult situation is the best solution.  If we have deeper concerns about continued behaviour we will work together with you to resolve the situation.
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